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Organization (WHO) and the World Health Assembly (WHA) recently voted to ban the use of asbestos in the manufacture of
floor and building materials. This decision is a monumental step in curbing the dangerous and highly toxic pollutant used in the
production of such materials. By removing one of the largest sources of asbestos exposure worldwide, such as that which may

come from flooring products that contain asbestos fibers, this simple and inexpensive yet life-saving decision will help to reduce
the number of deaths and disease cases caused by asbestos. The ban is a sign that the world is growing increasingly aware of the
danger of asbestos and of the health impact of asbestos exposure. In March, an asbestos ban will go into effect in the European

Union (EU). It is now the goal of the WHO and WHA to have a similar ban in place worldwide. There are several steps that
must occur for a ban to come into effect: An asbestos ban cannot be signed into a treaty unless the people affected by the ban
have been consulted. The WHO, in conjunction with the Inter-Governmental Authority on Investment and the United Nations
Environment Programme (UNEP), has begun a series of consultations with the people who will be impacted by the new ban.

These consultations are not taking place in some off-the-grid village, but in the well-traveled corridors of New York City. The
WHO and the UNEP have conducted a number of studies that show that although not all health problems associated with

asbestos exposure can be avoided by complete elimination of asbestos, many can. This finding has been the catalyst for the
deliberations and consultation process. The WHO and the UNEP have created a “charter” for the companies that will be

affected by the ban. This charter outlines what steps must be taken to reduce, and eventually eliminate, the health risks of
asbestos exposure. Three conditions must be met to have an asbestos ban included in a treaty: A solid body of scientific

evidence has been gathered and agreed upon by leading experts and public health officials. The consensus of those in favor of
the ban is so strong that it cannot be 82157476af
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